IS IT FAIR USE OR
INFRINGEMENT

Say you want to use someone else’s copyrighted photograph in your blog
or Instagram post. Is that “Fair Use” or copyright infringement?

CAN YOU USE COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL?

The Fair Use provisions of the Copyright Act allow you to use
copyrighted material for specific purposes that serve the public
interest as determined by four factors:

The purpose of the The nature of the The amount and The effect of the use

use is for nonprofit copyrighted work. substantiality of the upon the market for

educational portion used the copyrighted work
purposes.

SIMILARLY, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS CAN USE
COPYRIGHTED WORK IN A CLASS, SO LONG AS THE

COPYING IS LIMITED TO:
A chapter from a An article from a A short story, short A chart, graph,
book periodical or essay or short poem  diagram, drawing, or
newspaper picture from a book,

periodical, or
newspaper

WHAT ARE THE LIMITS TO FAIR USE?

There are limits to how much of a work
can be copied for educational purposes.
You also can’t use these photocopies as
a substitute for required texts. In
addition, you can’t charge for the
photocopied work, and use of the copies

by students cannot be mandatory.

LEARN MORE AT MICHELSONIP.COM

ADAPTED FROM FAIR USE EXPLAINED, A MICHELSON IP ANIMATED SHORT


https://michelsonip.com/basics-of-ip-blog-series-8-is-it-fair-use-or-infringement/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WdQCUvM-TI&t=2s
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.html#107
https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.html#107

